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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 July 2003 . 
2a)!S] This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1.4.6-13.16-20.23 and 25-38 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 12.20.23 and 25-38 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim(s) 1.4.6-9.13 and 16-19 is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) Wand 11 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 03 November 2000 is/are: a)M accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 1 20 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) I3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) £<] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) CD Other: 

U.S. Palen! and Trademark Office " ~ ~~~~ ' 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 04-01) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 19 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

As per Appiicanfs revest, tne flowing S U pp,e m e„ t a. Restriction Re quireme „, is 
.o Carif. any outstanding , ssues ,, ga ,. ding (he pre _ dection ^ species resti K(ion 

requirement. 

™s app.icatton contains etas directed to ,„e fo„owi„ g pa,e„, ably d.st.nc, species of 

the claimed invention: 

a. Species I, as shown in Figures 2, 4, 5, and 7. 

b. Species II, as shown in Figures 4, 5, and 8. 
c Species III, as shown in Figures 4, 5, and 9. 

Species I is distinct from Speces „ and m because ,, conta.ns a c y „ ndr , C a, le „s 45 n0 , 

^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Speces m contains no c yl ,„dr,ca, ,e„s and a oeamspittter « with outpu , fi . Qm ^ 

beamsplitter. Species II is distinct from Species ITT v 

bpeC,6S 111 because ]t contains a mirror 60 and laser 
output from the grating 18, while Snecr^ m 

, while Speces III contams no mnror and a beamsplitter with laser 

output from said beamsplitter. 

e— A PP „ C an t prev, 01 ,s ly ,n d , C a«e d c I ai m s ,, 7 , ,0, „, I3 , and 

^cies. In „ g „ t of Applicam , s antendnrents/co.ments (f ,,ed My , 8 . 20 03) and ,„e revised 
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unction requirement, the Examiner has defined the following claims read on «he dected 
species, claims ,, 4, 6-„, !3, and 16 -,9. Therefore, claims ,2, 20, 23, and 25-38 are withdrawn 
from further consideration purs™, to 37 CFR , ,42(b), as being drawn to a nonelected species, 
there being no allowable generic or linking claim. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 



Claim Objections 

Claim . , is objected to under 37 CFR ,.75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 
failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the 
elaim(s), or amend the claim(s> to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 

claim(s) in independent form. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 
The following is a quotation of 35 (JSC 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

"described as set forth m 

such that the subject matter as a ^om^t^^TiT' S l " ^ the art are 

having ordinary skill in the art to which said m^^^^Tl he invention was made to a person 
manner in which the invention was made. P Patentability shall not be negatived by the 

Claims 1 0 and U are rejected under 35 U.S.C. , 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stephens in view of Koester e. al. (US Pat. 3,670,260, hereinafter Koester) 
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* — ,o cIa , ms 10 and , , , Figure , 0 of S(ephens disdoses a powi 

produces multimode laser HVht n„t™, t ♦ 

Sh * ° UtPU * " 3 P ° Wer of « te. one wan and having a 

P 8 :i::; oun,ed *° *■ — - - - — +~ « . , am 

: " d ,e " S " — - ^ - — - collimating and the 

77 - — - ^ - POS„,o, d ,o imag e ,„ e output of the , ode 



u 
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f s teptabyus , nglhebeam 



A """""»* Subject Matter 

Claims 1 4 /;q n 

' ' 6 " 9 ' I3 ' and 16-19 allowed. 



Res Ponse to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to , ■ 

espect to claim 1 0 have 
™" of ,„ e new ground(s) rf »-*ed bu, are moo , in 



Conclusion 

0 ffi« acion. Acco ,, ing , y of -jecon p,, S e nted „ 

a r iHJS ACTION IS made fevai s , m 

APP " CaM * ~« of the eTOnsion of tlw por SM ^ * 7 ° S "M- 

^^^ fc j.r;;' rt,,j7c, *'- , " w 

MONTHS of t „e ^ date 0 f t , s fina , _ ^ , J]* ^ "* * ^ TWO 

w il( , he 

0d& '-'— th a„S «MO N TH Sfr o mthedateofthis 
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Any in qu ,r y conce ,, ing th , s commun , ation or earlKr conmiunicat]ons from ^ 

e*a m ,„, s hou,d be directed ,o Matthew C Un.au whose teiepbone number , S (703, 30 5 -43 96 
Tne examtner can „o,™, ly be reached from 8 , 0 AM . ^ pM jf ^ ^ ^ ^ 

examine, b y tCephone ate un„ ul , the e xam ,W S supervisor, Tom Thomas ^ , ^ 
on (703) 30S- 277 , The fax phone ^ fc ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

pioceedmg is assigned are (703) 87? cnrv; *x 

(703) 872-9306 for regular communications and (703) 872-9306 for 

After Final communications. 

Any .n qu , y of a genera, nature or ,„a t , ng t0 the status of th , s ^ 
should be directed to the recept.onis, whose te.ephone number ,s (703, 308-0956. 



PRIMARY EXAMINER 



Matthew C. Landau 
Examiner 
October 1 9, 2003 



